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We guarantee everyone who 
comes to camp — camper, caregiver, 
volunteer, medical practitioner, 
friend, or supporter — an opportunity 
for a transformational experience.

welcome to
flying horse 
farms.

Everyone.
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 Every camp in SeriousFun 
Children’s Network, of 
which Flying Horse Farms 
is a member, has a 

This literal or figurative 
feature represents the 
space where children 
with serious illnesses can 
pass through and leave 
the worries about their 
illnesses behind and enter 
into camp to simply have 
fun and be a kid. 

“Hole in  
the Wall .”

and develop an improved sense of 
self. All of which counterbalance 
the compounding effects of social 
determinants of health, trauma 
induced by a serious illness diagnosis, 
and the growing mental health 
epidemic.

And whether visiting for a week 
or a weekend to take a trip down 
the zipline, hit a bullseye, or meet 
someone with similar health needs for 
the first time, every camp experience 
is provided at no cost for campers and 
their families. 

Flying Horse Farms is a medical 
specialty camp that makes it 
possible for children with serious 
illnesses to heal, grow, and 
thrive. Thousands of children and 
caregivers have made their way 
through camp’s “Hole in the Wall” 
to live without limits, discover 
unknown strengths, learn new skills, 
and experience joy that lasts long 
after closing campfire.

Leading with an equity-driven 
program design, we focus on 
outcomes that increase a child’s 
feelings of inclusion, reduce stress, 
strengthen family interactions, 

with serious illnesses
W H E R E  K I D S

live without limits
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Making sure children are medically, physically, and emotionally safe 
at camp is our top priority. Our trauma-informed approach, onsite 
medical and psychosocial teams, and state-of-the-art urgent care 
facility make this possible. Once campers and their families know 
their needs are taken care of, they relax and just have fun. 

This approach allows children to take the focus off their illnesses, 
safely expand into who they are, and understand themselves as 
young people first — instead of their diagnosis. In this environment, 
program participation at camp is proven to build positive self-
identity, leadership and communication skills, teamwork, self-
reflection opportunities, and campers’ personal growth.

At Flying Horse Farms,

the only thing kids 
need to worry about 
is HAVING FUN

P R I O R I T I Z E  S A F E TY 
We prioritize physical and emotional 
health of all who come to Flying 
Horse Farms, encouraging advocacy 
for oneself and others while staying 
vigilant to high standards of service 
and compliance

B E  CO L L A B O R AT I V E 
We broaden camp’s reach through 
high impact partnerships, actively 
listening to understand and build 
greater ideas, and valuing unique 
contributions by all 

M A K E  I T P O S S I B L E 
We actualize dreams into reality by 
staying curious, embracing the journey, 
and leading fearlessly

C R E AT E  ACC E S S I B I L I TY 
We recognize the effects of social 
determinants of health and face these 
barriers with innovation and optimism 
to deliver equity through camp 
programming

N U RT U R E  CO M M U N I TY 
We create a sense of belonging by 
prioritizing the growth and well-being 
of each other, approaching interactions 
with kindness and empathy

H AV E  F U N !
We foster a spirit of adventure that 
delivers joy and memories filled with 
laughter and silliness
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Summer Residential Camps
Summer residential camps serve children ages 8–15. Each 
week-long session is designed to meet the specific medical 
needs of a particular set of diagnoses. Campers stay in 
cabins and participate in traditional summer camp activities 
under personalized medical and psychosocial supervision. 

Family Camps
Weekend Family Camps, hosted in the spring and fall, serve 
children ages 7–15 with a serious medical illness and their 
family members — which may include friends, extended 
family members, and other caregivers. FHF “Sidekick” 
volunteers join each family to deliver fun and respite that 
lead to greater family connections. 

Ranger Program
The Ranger Program is a servant leadership experience 
for teenagers ages 16–17 who have previously attended a 
FHF camp session. Campers are motivated to give back to 
FHF and engage in projects throughout camp that inspire 
personal growth and support camp operations.

Trailblazer Program 
The Trailblazer Program is a fall weekend camp for teens 
and young adults between the ages of 16–21 that extends 
the traditional camp experience with life-skill and self-care 
programs to support their transition from adolescence 
into adulthood. 

Outreach Programming
Virtual Camp is for campers who might not be able to 
come to FHF in person due to current medical acuity. 
Virtual camp programs are available to bring the camp 
experience closer to home.

Flying Horse Farms 

PROGRAMS

C U R R E N T S U M M E R  R E S I D E N T I A L 
CA M P S  A R E  O F F E R E D  F O R  
T H E  F O L LO W I N G  M E D I CA L 
D I AG N O S I S  A R E A S :

 • Heart
 • Hematology
 • Oncology
 • Gastrointestinal Disease
 • Rheumatology
 • Rare Diseases
 • Pulmonary 
 • Craniofacial Differences
 •  Sibling Camp for siblings of existing  

FHF campers

 
*  All camps provide personalized medical and psychosocial 

supervision.
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C ABINS S TOCKED WITH 
HOMEMADE QUILTS 
(FOR C AMPERS TO  
TAKE HOME)

12

 MEDIC AL VOLUNTEERS 
LIVING AT C AMP E ACH 

WEEKLONG SESSION

15

DEDIC ATED SPACE FOR 
C AMPER PS YCHOSOCIAL 
SUPPORT — THE ME ADOW

1

ACRES OF BE AUTIFUL 
OHIO FIELDS AND 
PATHS FOR C AMPERS 
TO E XPLORE

200

1,000+
 C AMP E XPERIENCES 

E VERY YE AR

C AMPERS AT TENDING 
E ACH WEEKLONG  
SESSION

2,000+
 VOLUNTEERS E ACH YE AR 

70+

 ONSITE MEDIC AL AND 
PS YCHOSOCIAL C ARE 

FROM A FULL-TIME 
MEDIC AL TE AM

24/7

Fun Fact:

 COS T 
TO C AMPERS  

AND FAMILIES

$0
GLANCE
AT A
Camp

THERE ARE 

no horses 
AT FLYING HORSE 

FARMS.

(Unless you count 
our hidden ones!)

Scan the QR code for 
a glimpse of camp!
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Fun Fact:
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Children and families 
from throughout Ohio 
and beyond attend camp 
each year thanks to the 
guidance provided by 
the FHF Medical Advisory 
Board and our partnerships 
with nine children’s 
hospitals in Ohio and 
Pennsylvania.

Akron Children’s Hospital

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 
Medical Center

Cleveland Clinic  
Children’s Hospital

Dayton Children’s Hospital

Nationwide Children’s Hospital – 
Columbus

Nationwide Children’s Hospital – 
Toledo

ProMedica Toledo Children’s 
Hospital

University Hospitals Rainbow 
Babies & Children’s Hospital 

UPMC Children’s  
Hospital of Pittsburgh

Flying Horse Farms teams up with mission-aligned Impact Partners 
to increase program offerings and enhance mission delivery. 
Impact Partner programs create opportunities to expand diagnosis 
categories and serve even more campers.

All programs follow FHF’s core values and guiding principles to 
serve children and their families with the utmost quality, care, and 
attention to medical and psychosocial safety. 

Impact partners include:

	 –	Mission-aligned	nonprofit	organizations

 – Higher education institutions

 – Healthcare providers

 – Corporate partners

Expanding

OUR IMPACT



Flying Horse Farms is the only camp most of our campers can 
attend due to their complex medical needs. More than half also 
have a co-occurring psychosocial diagnosis such as anxiety, 
depression, ADD/ADHD, or PTSD. 

After more than a decade of witnessing what we call “camp 
magic,” we know a Flying Horse Farms experience makes a 
difference. Data shows campers leave camp with increased 
confidence, greater appreciation for diversity, strengthened 
resilience, and an expanded sense of self.1

When surveyed, nearly 100% of parents, year over year, 
consistently report feeling their child had an improved self-image 
after attending Flying Horse Farms.2 And more than 90% of 
families shared their campers are more open about their diagnosis 
after attending camp.2

Additionally:

•  98% of parents felt they were able to relax while their 
camper was at camp2

•  95% of surveyed families believe participation helped 
strengthen family interactions2

•  91% of parents saw a positive change in their camper as a 
result of a Flying Horse Farms experience2

Get 
More 
Than 
You Give

VOLUNTEER

Flying Horse Farms’ camp 
magic happens thanks to 
thousands of volunteers 
who serve as camp nurses, 
cabin counselors, activity 
leaders, kitchen volunteers, 
sidekicks, camp creators, and 
more. Whether they spend 
a summer at Flying Horse 
Farms or just a few hours, 
the transformative power of 
camp touches volunteers just 
as much as campers.

Using a servant leadership based 
model, Flying Horse Farms’ high-
impact volunteer experiences offer 
individuals, corporate teams, service 
organizations, and other volunteer 
groups opportunities to build 
leadership skills, share responsibility, 
foster community, and offer human-
focused care. For healthcare providers, 
onsite experiences have also been 
shown to reduce clinician burnout and 
create dynamic learning opportunities 
that enhance their practice methods 
and approach. 

The Impact of Camp

“Camp has provided opportunities for my kids 
to live, for at least a week at a time, carefree 
— getting a much-needed respite from the 
“medicalness” that consumes our daily lives. It has 
given each of my kids a deep understanding of 
self and others and a strength that they reflect 
and rely on when they face adversity, whether it 
be medical or their journey through their teenage 
years. Camp has become an integral part of who 
we are.”
 —JULIE BLANKENSHIP, CAMPER PARENT

References

1.  SeriousFun Children’s Network. (2019). American Camp Association (ACA) Youth 
Impact Study – Oversample for SeriousFun. Westport, CT. 

2. Flying Horse Farms Family Camp Caregiver Surveys (2017-19, 2021)
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Here are a few ways you can get 
involved at Flying Horse Farms: 

C ABIN COUNSELOR
Come for a week-long, kids-only summer camp, 
participate in activities, and provide support and 
supervision while making a difference.

FAMILY SIDEKICK
Partner with a family for a weekend family camp. 
Sidekicks make campers feel welcome and supported 
while exploring activities.

AC TIVIT Y TE AM
 Volunteer as the leader of a specific activity for a 
weekend or weeklong camp! Areas include waterfront, 
nature, arts & crafts, archery, and high ropes.

MEDIC AL VOLUNTEER
Licensed medical volunteers are needed for weekend 
and weeklong programs to provide routine and/or 
specialized care within their scope of practice. 

PS YCHOSOCIAL VOLUNTEER
Licensed behavioral health experts and child life 
specialists ensure campers and families feel emotionally 
safe and understood at camp.

C AMP CRE ATOR
Bring your team to camp to make beds, clean cabins, 
and prepare camp for the next set of campers!

At Flying Horse Farms we are committed to creating a 
diverse, equitable, and inclusive environment because at 
Flying Horse Farms, YOU are valued.  
 
And when we say “you,” we mean all of you. 

We celebrate the differences and details that shape 
your authentic self and acknowledge and respect the 
communities and paths which shaped them. You and your 
experiences are what make camp special.  

 Creating a diverse community at camp made up of 
numerous ideas, perspectives, and backgrounds benefits 
everyone at Flying Horse Farms — personally and 
professionally. We support equity and inclusiveness for all 
who come to camp — staff, volunteers, campers, friends. 
We understand our course toward this vision is a journey 
that is core to our values and guides us together and 
allows us to better serve “you.”

More information about each of these 
roles as well as a volunteer application 
can be found on our website.
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Flying Horse Farms makes it 
possible for children with serious 
illnesses to heal, grow, and thrive.

Our Mission

Flying Horse Farms is a regional 
asset in holistic healing for 
children with serious illnesses 
and those who support them. We 
are a leader in collaborating with 
mission-aligned partners for the 
sake of resiliency for all.

Our Vision

NOW IT’S
your turn.

The work of Flying Horse Farms is only 
possible with  the support and partnership 
of healthcare partners, businesses and 
organizations, government entities, 
individuals, and other supporters who 
believe in the power of camp. We’re forever 
grateful to these friends for being the spark 
that makes more possible by keeping our 
campfires burning. 

flyinghorsefarms.org

Get ready for your own 
transformative experience 
at Flying Horse Farms.

We’re ready to  
welcome you home.
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5260 State Route 95, Mt. Gilead, Ohio 43338
419-751-7077  •  info@flyinghorsefarms.org

Flying Horse Farms opened its gates to campers in 2010, 
offered its first full camp season in 2011, and celebrated 
10 years of camp programs in 2021. Flying Horse Farms 
is accredited by the American Camp Association and 
a proud member of SeriousFun Children’s Network, 
a global community of camps and programs serving 
children with serious illnesses and their families, always 
at no cost. Founded by Paul Newman, SeriousFun has 
provided more than 1.5 million camp experiences 
for children and families. Each member camp is an 
independent, not-for-profit organization dependent 
upon private funding.

Flying Horse Farms is a registered 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization. All operating costs are underwritten by 
the generosity of others. We’re funded by gifts from 
individuals, corporate partners, organizations, and 
foundations.

Member of:




