
SUNDAY, MARCH 27, 2022 | DISPATCH.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK 150 YEARS | SINCE 1871

DAILY

DISCOUNTS 

& SAVINGS ...

PAGE 2A

Closing racial wealth gap

Black-owned private equity firm
educates diverse investor base. 19A XIAJDJ-00001r

Volume 151 | No. 264
Home delivery pricing inside
Subscribe 877-734-7728
©2022 $5.00

Weather

High 38° | Low 20°
Cold, breezy. Forecast, 12B

Your Fairy Goodmothers 

High school students get free dresses
as proms return to normal. 1B

“Our new shutters are absolutely beautiful, are of superior quality, and were professionally installed with 
perfection! We couldn’t be more delighted!”

— Kenneth & Ginger C.

IT ’S  T IME TO ELEVATE YOUR HOME.

380-234-1282
mylouver.com

© 2022 Louver Shop. *Standard sizes and colors only, excludes custom and special shapes. See local representative for details. 1 
BOGO offer good on products of equal or lesser value. Prior purchases are excluded. May not be combined with other offers. Offer 
expires 3/31/2022. 2 Subject to credit approval. Ask for details. 3 Based on a national survey conducted by Vernon Research Group, 
November 2018. NMLS #1416362.

Buy One, Get One 

40%
OFF1 

PLUS 

0% 
FINANCING for 12 months2

HURRY, OFFER EXPIRES
MARCH 31, 2022

shutters, shades & blinds FAST DELIVERY: Shutters Ship 
in as few as 4 Weeks!*

FREE Measurements
FAST Delivery
PROFESSIONAL Installation

CD-0006300465-03

Two eyewitnesses admitted to lying
in their testimony in the trial of Marvell
Dixon, then 21, before he was sentenced
to life in prison for murder. Now, after

more than 25 years be-
hind bars, Dixon is a free
man.

A Franklin County
Common Pleas judge or-
dered Dixon to be re-
leased, and the prosecu-
tor’s office will not retry

the case against Dixon, now 45.
Kort Gatterdam, Dixon’s attorney,

said Dixon cried when he found out he
would be free. 

“When I called him a couple of days
ago and said, ‘You’re going home,’ there
was just silence,” Gatterdam said. “He’s
been on pins and needles for so long.”

Dixon wants to settle back into nor-
mal life and plans to reconnect with his
four children, one of whom was born af-
ter he was sent to prison, Gatterdam
said. He also plans to meet with other
relatives. 

On Friday, Dixon was not yet ready to
talk about the process that led to his re-

lease and was still processing the fact
that he was free, Gatterdam said.

Dixon had been convicted of aggra-
vated murder and felonious assault in
Franklin County Common Pleas Court
for a July 9, 1995, shooting in which 17-
year-old Douglas Harvey, of Detroit,
was killed and another man, Ervin Nix-
on, was injured. 

The case was unsolved for more than 

Man freed after being framed in ’95
Marvell Dixon has been
in prison for murder 

Bethany Bruner
Columbus Dispatch

USA TODAY NETWORK
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W
ith much of their lives spent in the COVID-19 pandemic, families and health

experts in Greater Columbus and across the United States have noticed a

sharp increase in very young children with speech and hearing issues. h In

12 central Ohio neighborhoods, 52% of children ages 3 to 5 who were tested

by the group nonprofit Columbus Speech and Hearing failed their speech-language screen-

ings, and 40% failed their hearing tests in 2021. h Before the pandemic, 27% of children

overall tested failed their speech-language assessments and 21% failed their hearing screen-

ings in 2019. h “We’re all very focused on how we want children to do well in school, but I

would like them to do well in life … that’s probably why this is so concerning to me,” said Davy

Weaver, the group’s director of clinical services.

Kids failing speech,
hearing screenings 

Davy Weaver, director of clinical services for Columbus Speech and Hearing, sits in the nonprofit’s “toy closet.” Toys and
games are frequently used to help children ask and answer questions during assessments, giving staff a chance to hear
children speak naturally. In 2021, 52% of children ages 3-5 tested in 12 Columbus-area schools and child care centers
failed their speech-language screenings, and 40% failed their hearing screenings. DORAL CHENOWETH/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Pandemic isolation affecting preschoolers’ communication

Aubrey Wright Columbus Dispatch | USA TODAY NETWORK

See SCREENINGS, Page 12A

WARSAW, Poland – President Joe
Biden said Saturday that Vladimir Pu-
tin “cannot remain in power,” dramat-
ically escalating the rhetoric against
the Russian leader after his brutal in-
vasion of Ukraine.

Even as Biden’s words rocketed
around the world, the White House at-
tempted to clarify soon after Biden fin-
ished speaking in Poland that he was
not calling for a new government in
Russia.

A White House official asserted that
Biden was “not discussing Putin’s
power in Russia or regime change.”
The official, who was not authorized to
comment by name and spoke on the
condition of anonymity, said Biden’s
point was that “Putin cannot be al-
lowed to exercise power over his
neighbors or the region.”

The White House declined to com-
ment on whether Biden’s statement
about Putin was part of his prepared
remarks.

“For God’s sake, this man cannot re-
main in power,” Biden said at the very
end of a speech in Poland’s capital that
served as the capstone on a four-day
trip to Europe.

Biden has frequently talked about
ensuring that the Kremlin’s invasion
becomes a “strategic failure” for Putin
and has described the Russian leader
as a “war criminal.” But until his re-
marks in Warsaw, the American leader
had not veered toward suggesting Pu-
tin should not run Russia. Earlier on
Saturday, shortly after meeting with
Ukrainian refugees, Biden called Putin
a “butcher.”

See BIDEN, Page 12A

Biden: Putin
‘cannot
remain in
power’
President uses speech to
defend liberal democracy

Chris Megerian, Vanessa Gera 
and Aamer Madhani
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Buckeyes feel NCAA run can be
springboard to more success
SPORTS, 1C
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Columbus Speech and Hearing
didn’t do screenings in 2020 because of
the pandemic, and Weaver worries it
kept parents from getting their pre-
schoolers tested and catching develop-
mental issues earlier.

Without intervention, the implica-
tions of the failed tests could be far-
reaching, from kindergarten all the way
up to adulthood, Weaver said.

Even before the pandemic, nearly
11% of children ages 3 to 6 had a com-
munication disorder, according to the
National Institute on Deafness and
Communication Disorders.

The 2021 Columbus Speech and
Hearing screenings were held in 12
communities: including eight in Co-
lumbus: the Hilltop, Franklin Park,
King-Lincoln Bronzeville, Linden, the
South Side, the Southwest Side, the
Northeast Side/Cassady, and North-
land. Assessments were also given in
Grove City, Hilliard, Upper Arlington
and Whitehall.

Preschools and child centers will of-
ten request free on-site screenings
from Columbus Speech and Hearing.
But the group also screens in “opportu-
nity zones,” local areas that lack access
to educational enrichment and quality
health care for children identified by
United Way and Ohio Children’s Foun-
dation, funders of Columbus Speech
and Hearing. 

The nonprofit group uses a stan-
dardized developmental assessment
that tests language, behavioral and
communication skills.

The assessments are administered
by certified speech pathologists, who
begin with a simple conversation and
then look for patterns in sentence
structure, struggles with certain
sounds and changes in vocal quality,
Weaver said. They also assess chil-
dren’s abilities to hear at different fre-
quencies.

“This is just a snapshot picture of
what’s going on with a little one’s com-
munication, and it can alert us to if ev-
erything is fine at this stage or if there
might be some concerns,” Weaver said.

If speech pathologists have con-
cerns, they provide a list of resources to
parents and encourage a full assess-
ment of their child’s communication
abilities, Weaver said.

With families on lock-down for
much of the pandemic, many kids
missed out on play dates, story time at
the library and other outings where
they could socialize with other chil-
dren. And without being around other
families, doctors and educators, some
parents had a hard time figuring out
whether their children were develop-
mentally on track or not.

Ashley Wilcox, chief program officer
with the Columbus Early Learning Cen-
ter, coordinates screenings and secures
services for eligible children with Co-
lumbus Speech and Hearing. The two

organizations have been partners since
2007.

Small upticks in children failing their
speech-language and hearing screen-
ings have happened before, Wilcox said.
But the percentage has never been so
high, possibly due to the move to kids be-
ing isolated and moved to remote learn-
ing during the early part of the pandem-
ic, she said.

Many parents also likely had less time
to engage in “two-way” communication
with their children because they had to
juggle child care and helping their kids
with school while working, Wilcox said.

When children learn how to commu-
nicate in a two-way exchange, they ob-
serve mouth movements, listen to pro-
nunciation, look for social cues and have
back-and-forth conversations with an-
other person, she said. Children do not
receive a full two-way exchange when
they learn on tablets or screens, some-
thing many busy parents have relied on
during the pandemic. 

“There was really a limited amount of
exchange between children, other mem-
bers of the community, peers and some-
times even family members, which I
think had an impact on language acqui-
sition,” Wilcox said.

Well checks to the pediatrician might
have caught hearing and speech issues,
but many families put those off during
the pandemic, she said. Daycare teach-
ers might have noticed issues with com-
munication and behavior, but many chil-
dren didn’t go for part or all of the pan-
demic. 

Connections with family members,
who often sound important alarms and
catch developmental abnormalities for
young parents, also didn’t happen with
the same kind of frequency as before CO-
VID-19, Weaver said. 

“A lot of referrals in the past were done
by grandparents,” Weaver said.

Wilcox said the Columbus Early
Learning Center (CELC) took preemptive
steps to combat language deficiencies
during the pandemic. The child care cen-
ter, which operates five locations
throughout Columbus, invested in see-
through masks and face shields so staff
could fully communicate with children.

Along with deficits in language devel-
opments, many children also lag in so-
cial, emotional and behavioral skills,
presenting even more problems. 

“There’s a huge gap in learning in a
variety of different developmental areas
because of how the pandemic alienated
people from each other as they tried to be
safe,” Wilcox said.

While these children may not be ready
to learn in school, more concerning is the
possibility that these recent communi-
cation and comprehension struggles will
last their entire lifetime, Weaver said.

“Everyone focuses on being able to
survive in kindergarten, but there’s so
much more to life than school,” Weaver
said. “We need language to go to the gro-
cery store, to interact with our peers and
to build relationships.”

AWright1@gannett.com
@aubreymwright

Screenings
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a year before Nixon came forward and
told police that Dixon was the shooter. A
second witness, Joe Robinson, corrob-
orated Nixon’s testimony.

According to court records and The
Dispatch’s archives, Harvey was shot
while riding in a car on the Near East
Side. The car crashed into a pole at the
intersection of Ohio and East Livingston
avenues. Harvey died at OhioHealth
Grant Medical Center the next day.

At three different trials in 1996 and
1997, Nixon and Robinson testified that
Dixon pulled the trigger and killed Har-
vey. The first trial ended with a mistrial,
and the second with a hung jury that
had 10 of the 12 jurors favoring a convic-
tion.

The third trial, in 1997, ended with
Dixon being convicted and a sentence
that meant Dixon would spend 31 years
in prison before he could ask for parole.

After appeals didn’t go anywhere,
Dixon – who had maintained his inno-
cence – was out of options until 2016. It
was then that Nixon recanted his testi-
mony, prompting a hearing in December
2017 to determine if Dixon would get a
new trial. At the hearing, Nixon admit-
ted to lying about Dixon’s involvement
in the shooting and framing him for
murder, court records show.

Nixon said that he decided to say Dix-
on had committed the shooting after the
two men got into an argument in a cor-
rections facility they were both in dur-
ing 1996 and because of a gang rivalry –
Dixon was a member of the Bloods and
Nixon was a leader in the local Crips
gang at the time. 

Common Pleas Court Judge Jenifer
French said in a motion denying Dixon’s
motion for a new trial in 2018 that while
Nixon’s testimony was credible, the
likelihood of a guilty verdict remained
with multiple other witnesses putting
Dixon near the scene or identifying him
as the shooter. 

Nixon was charged with perjury and
sentenced to nine months in prison in
2019. 

“I made a mistake as a kid pointing
him out, saying that he did something
that he didn’t do,” Nixon said, according
to a transcript of the hearing. “I thought
I was doing the right thing for a cause
that wasn’t true.”

The remaining option for Dixon to be
granted a new trial was for the second
witness who identified Dixon, Joe Rob-
inson, to support Nixon’s assertion that
Dixon was framed. 

After being released from prison on
unrelated charges, Robinson also ad-
mitted while on the witness stand to ly-
ing about Dixon being the shooter. With
a sworn affidavit from Robinson, Dix-
on’s lawyers filed a motion for a new
trial in May.

“Mr. Dixon could not predict when or
if Joe Robinson would recant,” the mo-
tion said. “He has been stuck in prison
waiting for years for Nixon and Robin-

son to do the right thing.”
On Wednesday, Robinson pleaded

guilty to perjury and was sentenced to
time served. Following the plea, Gat-
terdam asked Common Pleas Court
Judge Karen Phipps, who was presid-
ing over the plea hearing, to grant Dix-

on’s release from pris-
on. 

“Their case was the
two witnesses who
have both recanted un-
der oath,” Gatterdam
said. “The state has no
case to pursue.”

Phipps granted the
motion and after the proper paper-
work had been filed and processed,
Dixon was released, officially becom-
ing a free man around 6 p.m. Thursday. 

Gatterdam said he knows there will
be some people who believe Dixon –
who had previously pleaded guilty and
served a seven-year prison sentence
for a Aug. 21, 1996, shooting in which
18-year-old Maurice Arnold was killed
– should not have been released.

“He admitted to what he did way
back in the day and did his sentence. It
doesn’t mean he should be framed for
something he didn’t do,” Gatterdam
said. “Unfortunately, he was in the
wrong place at the wrong time in terms
of meeting the person who framed
him.”

Gatterdam credited the Franklin
County Prosecutor’s office for listening
to the witnesses when they recanted
and doing their due diligence to make
sure justice was served for Dixon. 

“The state has concluded that the
interests of justice required dismiss-
ing this case,” Franklin County Prose-
cutor Gary Tyack’s office said in a
statement. Tyack was a Franklin
County Court of Appeals judge on two
of Dixon’s appeals, rejecting both. 

“It’s terrible that Marvell served all
this time for something he didn’t do,
but it’s nice to be able to approach and
have prosecutors listen and do their
due diligence and work collectively to
get the right result, even if it happened
this many years later,” Gatterdam said.
“They had no idea that these two wit-
nesses had sought to frame Marvell
over a gang issue.”

Dixon could be entitled by law to
monetary compensation for wrongful
imprisonment, Gatterdam said, but is
focused for now on reconnecting with
his family and adjusting to life as a free
man. He will decide on whether to seek
the compensation later.

bbruner@dispatch.com
@bethany_bruner

Free
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Gatterdam

“When I called him a couple
of days ago and said,
‘You’re going home,’ there
was just silence. He’s been
on pins and needles for so
long.”
Kort Gatterdam
Marvell Dixon’s attorney

Biden also used his speech to also
make a vociferous defense of liberal de-
mocracy and the NATO military alli-
ance, while saying Europe must steel it-
self for a long fight against Russian ag-
gression.

Earlier in the day, as Biden met with
Ukrainian refugees, Russia kept up its
pounding of cities throughout Ukraine.
Explosions rang out in Lviv, the closest
major Ukrainian city to Poland and a
destination for the internally replaced
that has been largely spared from major
attacks.

The images of Biden reassuring refu-
gees and calling for Western unity con-
trasted with the dramatic scenes of
flames and black smoke billowing so
near the Polish border – another jarring
split-screen moment in the war.

In what was billed by the White
House as a major address, Biden spoke
inside the Royal Castle, one of Warsaw’s
notable landmarks that was badly dam-
aged during War II. 

He borrowed the words of Polish-
born Pope John Paul II and cited anti-
communist Polish dissident and former
president, Lech Walesa, as he warned
that Putin’s invasion of Ukraine threat-
ens to bring “decades of war.”

“In this battle we need to be clear-
eyed. This battle will not be won in days,
or months, either,” Biden said.

The crowd of about 1,000 included
some of the Ukrainian refugees who
have fled for Poland and elsewhere in
the midst of the brutal invasion.

“We must commit now, to be this
fight for the long haul,” Biden said.

Biden also rebuked Putin for his
claim the the invasion sought to “de-Na-
zify” Ukraine. The president of Ukraine,

Volodymyr Zelenskyy, is Jewish and his
father’s family died in the Holocaust.

“Putin has the gall to say he’s de-Na-
zifying Ukraine. It’s a lie,” Biden said.
“It’s just cynical. He knows that and it’s
also obscene.”

Biden also tried to tie the invasion to
the former Soviet Union’s history of bru-
tal oppression, including the post-
World War II military operations to
stamp out pro-democracy movements
in Hungary, Poland and what was then
Czechoslovakia.

The president defended the 27-mem-
ber NATO alliance that Moscow says is
increasingly a threat to Russian securi-
ty. He noted that NATO had worked for
months through diplomatic channels to
try to head off Russia’s invasion. 

The war has led the U.S. to increase
its military presence in Poland and
Eastern Europe, and Nordic nations
such as Finland and Sweden are now
considering applying to join NATO.

“The Kremlin wants to portray NATO

enlargement as an imperial project
aimed to destabilize in Russia,” Biden
said. “NATO is a defensive alliance that
has never sought the demise of Russia.”

After meeting with refugees at the
National Stadium, Biden marveled at
their spirit and resolve in the aftermath
of Russia’s deadly invasion as he em-
braced mothers and children and prom-
ised enduring support from Western
powers.

Biden listened intently as children
described the perilous flight from neigh-
boring Ukraine with their parents. Smil-
ing broadly, he lifted up a young girl in a
pink coat and told her she reminded him
of his granddaughters. 

The president held hands with par-
ents and gave them hugs during the stop
at the soccer stadium where refugees go
to obtain a Polish identification number
that gives them access to social services
such as health care and schools.

Some of the women and children told
Biden that they fled without their hus-

bands and fathers, men of fighting age
who were required to remain behind to
aid the resistance against Putin’s forces.

“What I am always surprised by is the
depth and strength of the human spirit,”
Biden told reporters after his conversa-
tions with the refugees at the stadium,
which more recently had served as a
field hospital for COVID-19 patients.
“Each one of those children said some-
thing to the effect of, ‘Say a prayer for my
dad or grandfather or my brother who is
out there fighting.”

The president spent time reassuring
Poland that the U.S. would defend
against any attacks by Russia as he ac-
knowledged that the NATO ally bore the
burden of the refugee crisis from the
war. 

“Your freedom is ours,” Biden told Po-
land’s president, Andrzej Duda earlier,
echoing one of that country’s unofficial
mottos.

More than 3.7 million people have
fled Ukraine since the war began, and
more than 2.2 million Ukrainians have
crossed into Poland, though it is unclear
how many have remained there and
how many have left for other countries.
Earlier this week the U.S. announced it
would take in as many as 100,000 refu-
gees, and Biden told Duda that he un-
derstood Poland was “taking on a big re-
sponsibility, but it should be all of
NATO’s responsibility.” 

Biden called the “collective defense”
agreement of NATO a “sacred commit-
ment,” and said the unity of the Western
military alliance was of the utmost im-
portance. 

“I’m confident that Vladimir Putin
was counting on dividing NATO,” Biden
said. “But he hasn’t been able to do it.
We’ve all stayed together.”

Associated Press writers Monika
Scislowska in Warsaw, Poland, contrib-
uted to this report.

Biden
Continued from Page 1A

President Joe Biden holds a girl on his arm as he and Polish Prime Minister
Mateusz Morawiecki meet with Ukrainian refugees at PGE Narodowy Stadium in
Warsaw, Poland, on Saturday. BRENDAN SMIALOWSKI/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES


